Competition 1: Book Review

Daniel 9N

Book: Goldfish Boy

Rating:8.6/10

Julian 8D

This book was really fun to read and I would recommend it. It had many interesting twists and turns due to the main protagonist disability
known as OCD. This book would be able to give many people an insight on this mental disability and how it works and what are the
downsides and how you can help a person or a loved one cope with their disability. Overall the portrayal of the main character was very
specific and detailed so that the reader could really feel a bond or sympathise the character. The main story is about how he has to cope
with all the everyday difficulties in his world full of germs every new thing to him is a big obstacle he has to get around due to his way of
perceiving the world. New things are hard to adapt to for him as he thinks everything in the new area is ridden with deadly germs and he
prefers to stay at home in his sanitary bubble also know as his room in his room everything is wiped down and sparkling clean so that he is
calm. If he is to go out he has to follow a strict routine and rituals before he leaves his home otherwise he will think that he is not safe and
when he comes home he has to scrub himself down with scalding water and soap. The saddening part of the story is that he cannot even
hug his mother who is distraught and trying to help him overcome his disability. Over time in the story he begins to warm up to his mother
and realises slowly that she wants to help him and that he needs to go to a therapist but he can’t go out because of the killer germs and he
can’t go to a therapist because there is too much germs. But he came to his senses after a while if he wants to overcome it he needs to be
brave and so he goes and over time he finally gets away from the past and overcame it. The book was very exiting and was a great page
turner in my opinion and people should read it just to get the glimpse of a different persons perspective of the world and it also correlates to
the times that we are in now.

Book report
Last Christmas, I read Tom Fletcher’s first novel, The Christmasaurus. I absolutely fell in love with it and I can’t wait until the next one comes around so I can
read it again! I think I’ll make it a New Year staple, like an advent calendar or The Polar Express. Anyway, I digress. The fact that I loved The Christmasaurus so
much meant that I had such high expectations for The Creakers. I wasn’t left disappointed!
The Creakers follows Lucy, a young girl who wakes up to find her mum is missing. But it’s not just her mum – it’s every adult in the whole town! At first, the children
in the town love it. No grown-ups! No chores, or telling off, and they can say whatever naughty words they like!
But soon, everything turns to chaos. When Lucy hears noises under her bed, she discovers its much more than her imagination… it’s the Creakers! What the heck
are Creakers, I hear you ask? Lucy goes on a quest to find out more about these creatures that go bump in the night, even if it means traveling to the creepy, dark,
sticky world under her bed. Can Lucy save the day and bring all the grown-ups home?

Just like The Christmasaurus, this book is so full of silly magic and moments that made me laugh out loud. One of my favourite things about Tom’s books is the
humorous way he describes things. If it made almost-23-year-old me laugh out loud, I can imagine it’d make its target audience – older children and pre-teens, I’d
say – howl with laughter (especially if their parents read it to them). There are even some jokes that maybe only adults will understand (for example, there’s a
horribly rude TV show presenter called Piers Snoregan. You probably know who that’s a parody of).
The adventure element is so much fun. Lucy is the perfect main character: she’s strong, feisty and confident, but not annoyingly so. She’s still unsure of her
abilities, but she learns by the end just how much she’s really capable of. Just a warning to some younger children who might want to read The Creakers – there are
some scary bits. But don’t worry – Lucy is here to save the day!
If you (or your children) love a book full of funny silliness, magical worlds, and (not-so-scary) monsters under your bed, then you’ll love The Creakers. It’s perfect
for a Halloween read, or also great for any time of the year if you’re in the mood for something spooky! It’s a full 10 out of 10

Rahil 7B

Jack 10D

Diary of a Wimpy Kid

this book is my favourite book because it relates to kids.
Favourite character/do the characters feel real
My favourite character is Greg Heffley because he is the main character and he is quite funny. Greg Heffley thinks that the world revolves around him and he isn’t really the nicest to his best
friend, Rowley Jefferson.
Rowley is the type of loyal best friend that just gets used by some people. I also think that the characters feel real because Greg is the kind of friend that isn’t the nicest person, but you like
him because he is funny and that Rowley is just his puppet.
Does the story keep you guessing?
This story is not a sci fi, thriller, horror or anything like that. This book is just a diary of a young teenage boy, so comedy is the most appropriate genre in which to label this book.
My favourite part
My favourite part of the book is where Rowley breaks his arm because the way he breaks it is hilarious!
Greg and Rowley play a game where somebody rides a tricycle down a hill and the other person throws a ball at them to try to knock them off, but of course Rowley is always the one getting
the ball thrown at him.
One day they play the game and Greg actually hits Rowley, which knocks him off the bike and breaks his arm. When Rowley goes into school, he gets all the attention from the girls and they
all sign his cast, so Greg gets jealous and puts a fake cast on his arm and tells the girls to sign his sympathy sheet, but none of them sign it.
Does the book make you laugh or cry?

There are a few parts that made me laugh in the book, such as my favourite scene. There is also a scene where there is a school play, based on the Wizard of Oz, which involves them singing a
part of a song. There aren’t any good singers in the whole class, surprisingly apart from Greg.
Greg’s enemy, Patty, plays the lead role of Dorothy. Greg plays a tree, to which he takes full advantage of by cutting arm holes in the costume, enabling him to start throwing apples at her,
which I found highly amusing. It’s written in such a way that makes you feel like you’re actually there in the audience, watching the whole debacle unfold in front of you.
Whether the story grips you or not?

There is a part at the end of the book, where a group of teenagers (who Greg and Rowley annoyed on Halloween night), arrive at the school, to find a mouldy piece of cheese on the floor. The
teenagers then proceed to make Rowley eat the disgusting cheese. They make Rowley eat the cheese by threatening to hurt him and Greg, so because Rowley is really nice he eats it to
protect him and his friend.
Summary
I recommend this book to anyone who likes comedies, or are having trouble at school.
I would give this book 4 stars out of 5.

I enjoyed this book because I could relate to the main character, Jake as I too
like football, but I’m not as advanced as Jake. I like him because he comes
across as a nice kid; he’s not a bully like Ryan, the academy team captain. My
favourite characters were Jake, Jake's dad and Yunis. Jake thinks that he is too
small to be a footballer, but he successfully gets into the academy. The irony is
he passionately supports City, but he plays for their hated rivals, United. The
story is interesting because you don't know if he will get into the academy or if
his team is going to win their matches. There are other interesting characters,
each with their own little storyline. One of these is Ryan, who is really sacred
of his mum because she very stern and shouts at Ryan if he does the slightest
thing wrong.
The story deals with many of the issues young boys experience: the balance
between the demands of school and extracurricular activities, relationships
and how to deal with challenges of bullying, including racism. It deals with
cultural differences, issues such as illiteracy and questions Jake asks of himself
in moments of doubt. As I. look back on it now I’m older, it’s a very effective
series of stories as it discusses issues but in a way that doesn’t diminish from
the story telling.
Brandon 8T

Aadit 8N

The Challenge by Tom Hoyle, book review by Tyler 7B

The Challenge by Tom Hoyle (a pseudonym of a secondary school head
teacher) is a fast-paced action thriller about an internet game that goes
terribly wrong.
Ben has been mourning the loss of his best friend Will, who vanished over a
year ago. Ben never fully recovered but he is finally distracted when twins
Sam and Jack start at his school. They are cool, outgoing and popular. Ben is
pulled into their world and is introduced to ‘The Challenge’. At first it
appears to be a harmless online game of tasks you must complete but
quickly the dares become more dangerous and disturbing. Ben begins to
question the mysterious events that lead up to Will’s disappearance, whilst
trying to escape the game.
Hoyle packs the book with mystery, drama and tension. He highlights many
issues that students in today’s world may face, such as bullying and peer
pressure, making the book and the characters relatable. You will be turning
the pages on the edge of your seat. Even when you think the book is done,
the last page delivers one final twist.
This book has easily reached the top spot on my list of ‘good reads’. I can’t
wait to read Hoyles other thrillers, such as ‘Thirteen’ and ‘Survivor’.
I rate this book 10/10, a must read, and I think it is suitable for ages 12-24.

Competition 2: Redesign a
book cover and write a blurb
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Jake 8S

Be prepared to enter a spellbinding world of
wizardry mystery excitement and treachery.
The magical game of quidditch looms large
culminating with the Triwizard tournament.
Skulduggery and mayhem lurk just around
the corner. Harry is fighting for his survival.
He has many supporters and numerous
enemies including he who must not be
named and dark forces challenging him It
starts off with anyone who is going to
Hogwarts going to find a magical platform
that does not exist for muggles. The
entrance is through a solid brick wall at
kings cross station. Harry has numerous
tasks he ahs to complete and the final one is
death defying. You must read this riveting
book it is full of excitement daring
adventures and dangerous quests.

Emilis 8T

My Blurb
Book Title: Dead Gorgeous
Arthur: Malorie Blackman

My Blurb is about ‘Dead Gorgeous. First there is a place
called ‘PHOENIX MANOR’ and her parents own that
hotel. There was a girl called Nova and was lucky to have a
friend turn up but she is the only one who can see him. The
boy is called Liam he tries to escape but he can’t so he has
been there for a long time. He tells Nova his story. She tries to
gather his story. There is a twist, she is hiding a secret of her
own without telling her parents. The creepy thing is that Liam
knows about that. This all happened in her parent’s hotel.
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